Art I: Foundations of Visual Art

Reservoir High School Art Department

William Borja, Instructor

william_borja@hcpss.org

Course Syllabus
Course Description:  

In this class you will be given the tools and methods to enable you to understand the visual world in which we live. You will have the opportunity to develop this understanding through the discovery of your own unique solutions to a variety of art problems.  The solutions you create will come from a multitude of media experimentations and will take the form of many wonderful and personal prints, drawings, sculptures, collages, paintings, and craft objects.  

To inspire and direct you through the process of making these works we will look at and examine the work of artists who have come before you, and also the artists who are working along side of you in the world today.  You will discover and experience the methods that artists used to create art: the research, the sketches, the preliminary studies, the experimentation with media, the final refined work, and the critique or reflection on that work.
Fundamental Experiences:  


Art I is a foundation course where students will:

-Identify and apply the elements of art and principles of design



-Use critical thinking to write and talk about their own artwork and 


artwork of others.

-Use various idea-generating approaches, including: imagination, 

observation, memory, verbal-to-visual, and experimental.

-Develop creative problem solving skills, as well as design and  

technical skills in drawing, painting, printmaking, collage, sculpture, and crafts.

Materials:

You are not required to buy anything for Art I. All materials will be provided. Students with a strong interest in art may want to have some of their own materials for extra practice or personal use in class.

Students excited about drawing should consider a small set of drawing pencils that range in graphite density (HB, 2B, 4B, 6B). Examples will be shown in class (pictures below).
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Expectations,  Attendance & Lateness: 
Code of Conduct—In class, students will be expected to follow the Gator Code of Conduct (RESPECT the SOUL) and the school rules as outlined in the student planner at all times.  Failure to do so will result in an intervention, SIR, or referral depending on the frequency or severity of the offense.

Sequence for minor incidents:


1st Offense: SIR and contact with home


2nd Offense: SIR, contact with home, and teacher consequence


3rd Offense: Contact home and detention assigned

4th Offense: Discipline referral

Incidents not considered minor: Contact home and discipline referral

Late Policy—If a student is late to class, he/she will receive a warning the first time, an SIR the second and third time, and a referral on the next offense.

Sequence for late to class

1st Offense: Teacher warning

2nd Offense: SIR and contact with home

3rd Offense: SIR, contact with home, and teacher consequence

4th Offense: Contact home and discipline referral

Cut Policy—If a student cuts a class, he/she will be referred to administration on the first offense (refer to student/family handbook).

Studio Expectations:
1.) All tools and materials must be handled with care, respect, and safely. Treat the studio as if it were your own. 

2.) We will adhere to the HCPSS Electronic Device Policy. Personal electronic devices may be used for educational purposes as directed by the teacher. 
3.) No food or drink except bottled water.

4.) For some people, conversation helps them to make art; for others, quiet, focused thought is best.  In this class, talking quietly while you work is okay – as long as your conversation is not adversely affecting your work, or the work of those around you.  I will be the judge of how much talking is too much talking.

5.) Respect that everyone has their own talent/ability level in art. Be respectful to others work, ideas and feedback.
Portfolio Assessment and Grading:


Each student will compile a portfolio that consists of work done in class.  

A student’s grade will be based upon daily in-class work, participation, reflections, and sketching assignments.  Assignments will be evaluated based upon the following components:  

1.
Objectives - Meeting the criteria or objectives for the specific assignment.  Ex. An assignment may include specific preparation/brainstorming.

2.
Studio Skills – Proper handling of equipment, responsible use of time, respect for others and their work, clean-up, and class participation.

3.
Craftsmanship / Presentation – Neatness and respect for your work should be evident in the appearance of a completed assignment.

4.
Design – Thoughtfulness to the composition and its relationship to personal ideas.

This system will allow the teacher and the student to evaluate specific strengths and identify areas that need improvement. Grades will be based upon percentages:
A= 89.5-100%    B= 79.5-89.4%    C=69.5-79.4%    D=59.5-69.4%
*Unexcused late work will lose 10% off the grade for each day late. After 2 days, late work is no longer accepted.  

Academic Integrity:

All students are expected to abide by the Reservoir Honor Code at all times and will be held accountable for any violations of the Honor Code. Students are expected to do their own work. Copying or stealing the work of others, whether on a project, written assignment, quiz or test, is considered plagiarism and is a violation of the school honor code of conduct. Students are expected to understand and observe the rules of fair use and copyright. If there is a question in reference to a student’s academic integrity, they will be referred to their administrator by way of a disciplinary referral, given due process, and receive the appropriate consequence based on Reservoir High School’s Academic Honor Code. Any violation of academic integrity will impact a student’s eligibility for credit in this course. 
Contact Info:
The easiest and best way to communicate with me is through email. Please don’t hesitate to contact me with concerns or questions. My classroom website is also a good resource for staying informed and contacting me. 

Email: william_borja@hcpss.org
Web Site: www.borja-art.weebly.com
RHS phone #: 410.888.8850

Art I Syllabus Contract
Mr. Borja
The syllabus is a contract. It can be found on my classroom website at:

http://borja-art.weebly.com and clicking on your class.  By signing below, you and your parents/guardians are acknowledging that you have read the entire course syllabus, and will abide by and support all of its stated policies.
* Course information, calendar, assignments and grades can be accessed online. It is the student’s responsibility to check the website regularly for announcements, grade updates and assignment details.

Students will go to https://hcpss.me  to access Canvas and Synergy. 

Parents will go to the new family portal  www.hcpss.org/connect.  
_____________________________

x_____________________________

student name (please print)



student signature

PARENTS: I have reviewed the expectations for this course with the student in my care.

_____________________________

x_____________________________

parent name (please print)



parent/guardian signature
_____________________________

____________________________________

phone number (home)
parent/guardian email address  (please print clearly, this is my best way of contacting you)

_____________________________

phone number (work or cell)

-PUBLICATION & TECHNOLOGY NOTICE-

Some of the work we will be undertaking this year will be used for building a school-based visual arts website and documented in an art educational research.  For this purpose, I, the teacher will photograph some of your artwork, students working in class, and take some quotes from reflective statements. 

Students will professionally document their work throughout the year using a digital online portfolio. Digital portfolios will be monitored by the teacher and follow school expectation for appropriate use of technology. Students will always have the option to keep their online portfolio private from being published or seen outside of the classroom. 

By signing below you are stating you are aware of student work being documented and the appropriate use of technology in the art studio.  

I grant permission for the Reservoir Fine Arts Department to document my child, their artwork, and reflective statements for publication in school-based websites and art education journals. I am aware that my child will appropriately use technology and an online portfolio to document their work. 

x_____________________________




parent/guardian signature
* Course information, calendar, assignments and grades can be accessed online. It is the student’s responsibility to check the website regularly for announcements, grade updates and assignment details.


Students will go to � HYPERLINK "https://mail.hcpss.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=EgBepYouZ0ufxKAcfiq1PUDff1h6rtIIDuk-x5dGziuHaGcX2RVz2TxC9o3KpX3ZUMab2nRVRJ4.&URL=https%3a%2f%2fmail.hcpss.org%2fowa%2fredir.aspx%3fC%3dh1ISLLO9Qk-WragTMVlAMSQWRo6xqdIIxl3AiiBchpAIfr3pD6sZJpNeKgP3a5gaZBk9AVhQNv8.%26URL%3dhttps%253a%252f%252fhcpss.me" \t "_blank" ��https://hcpss.me�  to access Canvas and Synergy. 


Parents will go to the new family portal  � HYPERLINK "https://mail.hcpss.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=EgBepYouZ0ufxKAcfiq1PUDff1h6rtIIDuk-x5dGziuHaGcX2RVz2TxC9o3KpX3ZUMab2nRVRJ4.&URL=https%3a%2f%2fmail.hcpss.org%2fowa%2fredir.aspx%3fC%3dh1ISLLO9Qk-WragTMVlAMSQWRo6xqdIIxl3AiiBchpAIfr3pD6sZJpNeKgP3a5gaZBk9AVhQNv8.%26URL%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.hcpss.org%252fconnect" \t "_blank" ��www.hcpss.org/connect�.  











