portrait book                    name__________________________


a thematic book about a significant person
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Problem: Create an artist book that elegantly presents a series of six or more portraits that work together thematically to present a unique quality, story, or characteristic about that person.

Requirements:

1) Each photo must clearly demonstrate a principle of composition or design.

2) At least one portrait must emphasize your subject’s head & face in the composition by using effective portrait lighting techniques.

3) Your prints may be printed at any size, and the sizes can vary from print to print.

4) Your book must somehow include text.  This may be handwritten or typed. The text should be integrated into your book design somehow.
5) Your book must explore one specific visual theme about this person.  It should not be a collection of scattered or superficial “interests” that could portray anyone due to their lack of specificity.

Portrait Themes

Choose a theme or topic you’d like to explore about your person first.  This theme should be unique, and present him/her in a truly genuine and one-of-a-kind way. Below are some potential ideas for themes for a book!

Photograph only the person’s hands expressively.

Photograph the person’s shadow.

Photograph the person making a ridiculous face.

Photograph the person in their favorite environment.

Photograph the person doing what they love.

Photograph the person’s clothes without the person.

Photograph the person wearing a funny costume or prop.

Photograph the person in an environment that is expressive of their character.

Photograph a significant tattoo or marking on that person’s body.

Photograph the person’s hairstyle.

Photograph the person’s shoes without the person.

Photograph the person at night using a light source.

Photograph the person from their point of view.

Scan important documents or small objects that are significant to the person.

Scan an important letter or something they wrote in their own handwriting.

Photograph the person doing something funny with their body.

Photograph the person with someone they care about.

Photograph the person from behind so we can’t see them.

Photograph the person wearing their favorite outfit.

Photograph the person acting like they did when they were younger.

Photograph a significant object that is unusual or unique to that person.

Photograph the person’s home.

Any others?

Shooting Considerations:

-Your final images will be presented together as an artist book.  Consider all the possibilities of documenting this person to portray him/her in the most diverse and authentic ways possible.

-Use effective lighting techniques when necessary!

-Consider all the approaches for photographing a subject we’ve talked about: ordinary to extraordinary, low-light exposures, mimicking a master photographer, use of a diptych, panoramas, and even abstraction!

-Bracket in challenging lighting situations.

-Use point-of-view, focus, and depth of field with clear intention.

-Shoot outside with daylight for best results.  If shooting inside remember that your exposures will be slow.

Due Dates:

1) Contact Sheet & Book Layout Model (40 points): ____________________

After we discuss several different types of book-construction, use selected, cut-out exposures from your contact sheet to create a small model of your book and illustrates how each will be sequenced together inside!

2) Book in-progress critique (20 points): _______________________

While you create your prints, you will be building your book.  We will share building methods, strategies, and other studio techniques during this in-progress critique.
3) Final Prints and Book Layout Critique (20 points): ______________________

For the final critique, we will discuss the decisions you made in selecting and sequencing the photos inside your book.  You will have a chance to refine your prints and book design before submitting them for a grade.

4) Final Book and Prints: _______________________

Submit your final book, with all photos, evaluation, and negatives for a grade.

