Photo II Honors/AP:  Portfolio Development

Reservoir High School Art Department

William Borja, Instructor
william_borja@hcpss.org

Course Syllabus
Course Description
The primary objective of this course is to build a portfolio of student work that can be used for continued skill development, college admission and advanced placement credit. All students will develop their abilities to:
•Evaluate and analyze work from Photography I and related experiences to identify underlying thematic   connections in your previous works to elaborate upon this year. 


•Practice the appropriate and safe use of photographic equipment, chemistry, and materials.

•Experiment with alternative approaches, experimental, traditional, and digital processes to compose unique photographs.

•Produce meaningful photographic images that tell a story, document an event, propose an idea, or promote a cause to specific and general audiences.

•Employ visual and written critical responses in a personal photographic journal/sketchbook to develop a contextual and historical understanding of photography.

•Engage in various critiques and dialogues with instructor and peers to help develop critical thinking skills and help provide helpful feedback for peers’ and their work. 

• Maintain and develop an online photographic portfolio that demonstrates a sense of quality, shows breadth of formal, technical, and expressive experiences.
Photo II: Portfolio Development – Single Credit
Photo II is about discovering who you are as a photographer. Students will create work to master technical skills in a variety of photographic processes, further develop composition and design strategies and communicate ideas/concepts.  The bulk of our homework will involve completing shooting assignments but will include several “Click Assignments” per quarter. Students will maintain a sketchbook/journal, and a digital portfolio. There will be approximately 3 major assignments per quarter. Class time should be used wisely.  Students are expected to work beyond regular scheduled class time by taking the responsibility to complete shooting assignments outside of class. Students may also use the studio and darkroom after school.  Please plan your time accordingly to complete all shooting assignments on time, especially those students who are borrowing cameras and equipment from the photo department, as other photo students may need to use it as well. A major assignment consists of a proposal (online work/research), in progress checks, the final works, critique and self-assessment.
Advanced Placement (AP)
Students enrolled for AP credit, will be expected to work towards the requirements for the College Board AP exam. Students will complete all of the assignments with expectations they will go above and beyond the basic objectives. In addition, students will be given one extra outside of class assignment per quarter. Students who plan to take the AP exam will most likely have to complete additional work beyond the classroom assignments to meet exam requirements.

About the AP Exam
The exam takes place in early May.  Students who choose to take exam will decide between the Studio Art 2-D Design exam. Students are required to submit 24 digital images of their work (12 breadth & 12 concentration) along with a written artist statement.  Advanced placement credit enables students to place out of introductory courses, and to go directly into second level studio courses in college. Most colleges offer credit for scores of 3 or higher (based on a scale of 1-5). Check the AP College Board website to find out what score colleges require and the courses they exempt for passing.

Cameras

A student is not required to purchase a camera for this class.  The photo department at Reservoir is fortunate to have cameras that can be signed out for a period of up to 3 days.  However, I highly recommend that all students make an attempt to find a 35 mm and digital Single Lens Reflex  (SLR) or rangefinder camera with MANUAL exposure on their own by asking friends, relatives, or family members.  Often used cameras can be found online (eBay, KEH, etc.) at a fraction of the cost of being new.  Please visit the art department website for more information on how to find/purchase a camera.
Materials
Basic materials will be provided to complete class work and homework. Students will need:
** Black Hardbound Sketchbook 8.5” x 11” blank pages (no spiral bound or tablet bound…they fall apart!).  These can be found online at Amazon.com, DickBlick.com, and Walmart for between  $8 - $12. Avoid overpaying at retail office supply and craft stores like Staples and Michael’s. You may use your sketchbook from the previous year if you have room in it.
Grading

Each student will compile a portfolio that consists of all the work done in class.  Portfolio reviews will be conducted for the midterm and final through digital online portfolio presentations. Assignments will be evaluated based upon the following components:  
1.
Objectives - Meeting the criteria or objectives for the specific assignment. 
2.
Studio Skills – Mastery of materials and technical skills.

3.
Craftsmanship / Presentation – Neatness and respect for your work.
4.
Design – Thoughtfulness to the design and composition.

5.
Time Investment – Using class time efficiently and investing significant time towards quality.
Grades will be based upon percentages:

A = 89.5 - 100%    B = 79.5 - 89.4%    C = 69.5 - 79.4%    D = 59.5 - 69.4%

Unexcused late work will lose one letter grade (-10%) for each class period it is past due. After 2 days, late work is no longer accepted and will receive a zero. Students with special circumstances, accommodations or excused absences should meet with the teacher individually to flexibly agree an adjusted timeline. 

No late work will be accepted for Homework.  It must be turned in on time to receive any credit!
* Course information, calendar, assignments and grades can be accessed online. It is the student’s responsibility to check the website regularly for announcements, grade updates and assignment details. 

Students will go to https://hcpss.me  to access Canvas and Synergy.  

Parents will go to the new family portal  www.hcpss.org/connect.  

Academic Integrity

All students are expected to abide by the Reservoir Honor Code at all times and will be held accountable for any violations of the Honor Code. Students are expected to do their own work. Copying or stealing the work of others, whether on a project, written assignment, quiz or test, is considered plagiarism and is a violation of the school honor code of conduct. Students are expected to understand and observe the rules of fair use and copyright. If there is a question in reference to a student’s academic integrity, they will be referred to their administrator by way of a disciplinary referral, given due process, and receive the appropriate consequence based on Reservoir High School’s Academic Honor Code. Artwork must be original. Artwork may not be copied from existing artists or images. Copied imagery that is not appropriated or credited will be considered as plagiarism. 
Letters of Recommendation
If you have consistently earned A’s and B’s in my classes, I am most happy to write you a letter of recommendation, provided you have followed the protocol outlined by the student services office. I receive a lot of requests and take a lot of time to write quality letters. Make sure you ask me for a recommendation well in advance, (at least four weeks), ahead of your application deadlines!
Additional Opportunities in Art/Photo
Throughout the year, students can take advantage many additional opportunities in and outside of school. It is highly encouraged for students to get engaged and involved in these opportunities to enrich their artistic experience, build their resume and have fun! More information on all of these opportunities will be distributed in class:

· National Art Honor Society (NAHS) – This after school chapter meets weekly in the art rooms to 

· work on school and community based projects that promote the arts. 

· Art Exhibits – Students will have the opportunity to have work selected for several county art exhibits throughout the year. All students are of course welcome to attend the shows! Work is always showing in the hallways and display cases of the school too!

· Art Competitions and Scholarships – Several local and national competition opportunities will be made available for students to submit work into. These are a great way to earn money and recognition for all the hard work!

· College Visits – The RHS Art Department invites several art colleges to present during the school year. In addition, Student Services hosts a wide range of college visits as well. 

· More Art Classes – Reservoir offers 4 levels of Art Studio classes, 3 levels of Photography classes and is one of the few schools in the county to offer AP Art History. All courses after Art 1 are offered for GT and AP credit. See the course catalog for more details. 

Students are always encouraged to visit museums and galleries, take outside of school classes, and make artwork outside of school. 
Classroom Expectations
Code of Conduct—In class, students will be expected to follow the Gator Code of Conduct (RESPECT the SOUL) and the school rules as outlined in the student planner at all times.  Failure to do so will result in an intervention, SIR, or referral depending on the frequency or severity of the offense.

Sequence for minor incidents:


1st Offense: SIR and contact with home


2nd Offense: SIR, contact with home, and teacher consequence


3rd Offense: Contact home and detention assigned


4th Offense: Discipline referral

Incidents not considered minor: Contact home and discipline referral

Late Policy—If a student is late to class, he/she will receive a warning the first time, an SIR the second and third time, and a referral on the next offense.

Sequence for late to class

1st Offense: Teacher warning

2nd Offense: SIR and contact with home

3rd Offense: SIR, contact with home, and teacher consequence

4th Offense: Contact home and discipline referral

Cut Policy—If a student cuts a class, he/she will be referred to administration on the first offense (See Student & Family Handbook for more information).

Contact Info
The easiest and best way to communicate with me is through email. Please don’t hesitate to contact me with concerns or questions. My classroom website is also a good resource for staying informed and contacting me.

Email: william_borja@hcpss.org
RHS phone#: 410.888.8850
Website: http://www.borja-art.weebly.com
Photo Studio Syllabus Contract 

Mr. Borja

The syllabus is a contract. It can be found on my classroom website at:

http://borja-art.weebly.com and clicking on your class.  By signing below, you and your parents/guardians are acknowledging that you have read the entire course syllabus, and will abide by and support all of its stated policies.
* Course information, calendar, assignments and grades can be accessed online. It is the student’s responsibility to check the website regularly for announcements, grade updates and assignment details.

Students will go to https://hcpss.me  to access Canvas and Synergy. 

Parents will go to the new family portal  www.hcpss.org/connect.  
_____________________________

x_____________________________

student name (please print)



student signature

PARENTS: I have reviewed the expectations for this course with the student in my care.

_____________________________

x_____________________________

parent name (please print)



parent/guardian signature
_____________________________

  ________________________________
phone number (home)
parent/guardian email address  (please print clearly, this is my best way of contacting you)

_____________________________

phone number (work or cell)

-PUBLICATION & TECHNOLOGY NOTICE-

Some of the work we will be undertaking this year will be used for building a school-based visual arts website and documented in an art educational research.  For this purpose, I, the teacher will photograph some of your artwork, students working in class, and take some quotes from reflective statements. 

Students will professionally document their work throughout the year using a digital online portfolio. Digital portfolios will be monitored by the teacher and follow school expectation for appropriate use of technology. Students will always have the option to keep their online portfolio private from being published or seen outside of the classroom. 

By signing below you are stating you are aware of student work being documented and the appropriate use of technology in the art studio.  

I grant permission for the Reservoir Fine Arts Department to document my child, their artwork, and reflective statements for publication in school-based websites and art education journals. I am aware that my child will appropriately use technology and an online portfolio to document their work. 

x_____________________________




parent/guardian signature
